252                                     PSYCHOLOGY OF WOMEN

effect, but this effect takes place and hinders the development toward
femininity only when the normal difficulties are accompanied by
particularly aggravating elements. The girl's genital trauma,
the portentous fact that at a certain stage of her development she
lacks an adequate organ for the outlet of inner excitations, cannot
be the result of an external experience. The narcissistic mortifica-
tion, the envy aroused by the real experience of seeing the masculine
organ, does leave a strong impression, but cannot be made responsible
for all the positive and negative consequent manifestations in feminine
development.

In our view the genital trauma has a different meaning. It is
a biologically predetermined inhibition of development that paves
the way to femininity and at the same time creates a traumatic
disposition, just like any situation in which forces acting in opposite
directions have to fight things out. We refer to the processes
described in chapter vi, processes centred around the conflict
between the instinctual drives and their inhibition. This phase of
development and the "lack of an organ" that characterizes it create
a dispositional-traumatic readiness for penis envy as well as for sub-
sequent experiences that are also mastered in normal development.

The sight of the male sex organ can have a traumatic effect, but
only provided that a long chain of earlier experiences calculated to
create this effect has preceded it, and that the inhibitive process has
encountered difficulties. It is no accident that penis envy is usually
accompanied by intensified aggressions. These aggressions are, in
our view, intensified not as a result of penis envy, but as a result of
the rage and excitation accumulated in the preceding development.
The motives of these emotions vary; they may, for instance, express
feelings of envy that have been present before. A little girl may
become very jealous of her brothers and sisters, and her little
brother's "extra" organ may serve to touch off aggressive reactions.
The visual experience of the anatomic difference may then endow
these reactions with a particularly envious character.

The fact that the boy has an organ that can actually be grasped
and thus has the possibility of transferring psychologic processes to
material, real ones, creates an obscure feeling in the girl that he can
manage his sadistic impulses, anxieties, and masturbatory struggles
better than she can master hers. The general human tendency to
project inner dangers outside oneself in order to master them more
efficiently, also seems to play a part in her envious evaluation of the
male organ.

The typical manifestations accompanying penis envy are always